
Design & Innovation
Creation + manufacturing of unique  
products that respond to the emerging 
needs of students, instructors and 
administrators.

Performance
Implementing and supporting your needs 
with thought starters, application ideas and 
on-time shipment.

Quality + Value
Furniture solutions that perform. They’re
built to last, adapt to future change and
backed up by an awesome warranty.

Patty Burnham 
OEC
Email: pburnham@oecworks.com
Phone: 208.385.0507 ext 137

Jill Miller 
OEC
Email: jmiller@oecworks.com 
Phone: 208.385.0507 ext 143

John Bridell
Smith System
JohnB@smithsystem.com
Phone: 972.489.9670

Hope you are doing well and looking forward to the 
2020-2021 school year. As we continue to navigate 
through these trying times with so much uncertainty, 
OEC and our partner Smith System are here to 
support you and your furniture needs.

Enclosed, please find a copy of the 2021 Smith 
System “Step by Step Buying Guide”. Smith System 
designs and builds furniture exclusively for PK-12 
learning environments. Every piece is optimized 
to account for how students work, learn and think 
across every age and stage. OEC and Smith System 
will work alongside you to create the best spaces 
imaginable for teaching and learning – school by 
school, classroom by classroom.

We are excited to share with you the next generation 
of Smith System products that will transform your 
classroom and learning spaces. We welcome the 
opportunity to visit with you and your team to 
discuss your needs and vision.

Please contact Patty Burnham, Jill Miller and John 
Bridell for your next project or for more information.

Appreciate your time and look forward to hearing 
from you. All the best and stay safe.

Dear Educators,



Smith System®

®

Planning for the next 
year starts now.

Our step by step buying guide 
puts you in control.

If your school just received funding to build a new 
school or purchase new furnishings, its an exciting 
time. But getting from green light to grand unveil 
will involve a heap of decisions, including how to 
buy new school furniture. Here’s a handy 10-step 
guide to help get your head around this process.

Read our full article on the buying process at 
smithsystem.com/buyingprocess.



Step 1: Establish Your Team

Step 2: Team Visioning

Step 3: Vendor Selection

Step 4: Begin Implementation

Step 5: School Tours

Create a vision together based on a few simple 
questions around size, technology, budget and 
teaching strategies.

If you don’t already have a vendor, this 
step could include input from local 
furniture dealers and/or your interior 
designer.

Work with your vendor 
representative to discuss vision, 
budget and a few basic specs for 
your space.

Take advantage of learning from other 
schools that have already been through this 
process with your vendor.

Superintendent District Business
Manager

District Facilities
Manager

Principal



Step 6: Sit, Touch & Try

Step 7: Plan & Prepare

Step 8: The Trial Classroom

Step 9: Design, Budget & Lead-Time 
Planning

Step 10: Finalize P.O.

As a team, this is your chance 
to experience furniture up close 
to see what styles and functions 
may be right for your needs.

Begin culling down selections to 
what you’d like to see in a trial 
classroom or two. Try different 
shapes of desks or seating styles 
and see what works.

Work with the vendor to test out 
different configurations and review how 
each piece functions.

Work with your team to compile 
all furniture specs, quantities and 
budgets for each room.

Work with your team and school board 
(if necessary) to finalize your budget 
before placing your purchase order.



For those who know that learning is not a 
“one-size-fits-all” thing, Smith Sysrem is the 

only manufacturer focused on providing 
excellet, flexible, dirable furniture that’s 

designed, prices and delivered to meet the 
unique needs of the pK-12 enviroment.

Built for Learning.




